Xe-133. The introduction of Tl-201 for myocardial perfusion imaging created the first opportunity to collaborate closely with the cardiology department. Later in the 1970s, Tc-99m red blood cell labelling and ECG-gated imaging led to stress and rest evaluation of the left ventricular ejection fraction. The WG cardiology department incorporated an imaging room with a small field-of-view gamma camera and computer. The NM department was responsible for the technical aspects and imaging, but patient preparation and reporting was a joint venture becoming a tradition by the time the WG moved to the AMC.
The diversity of investigations grew rapidly and many publications and Ph.D. theses developed from Jan van der Schoot's stimulation. He encouraged collaboration with colleagues in other centres. No formal training curriculum existed then, but the department participated in training in all disciplines. He held an academic appointment in the faculty of medicine and lectured on NM to medical students, aiming to enthuse more young physicians to join the profession. In 1975, Jan van der Schoot became Professor of Nuclear Medicine at the University of Amsterdam. In the years following, he supervised many Ph.D. theses including those of the authors of this In Memoriam.
Radiation protection regulations were also developing. Norms for radiation limits and shielding requirements became stricter. The use of SI units was implemented. The philosophy of Jan van der Schoot was to play an active role in ministerial and other committees in order to contribute rather than to be confronted with new regulations or rules. He served on various Dutch radiation protection committees, as well as on the main committee of the International Commission of Radiation Units and Measurements.
By 1967, an enthusiastic study group of physicians, physicists, chemists and pharmacists developed into the Dutch Society of Nuclear Medicine (NVNG). However, it was not until 1984 that nuclear medicine was recognised as a separate medical specialty in the Netherlands, with its own 4-year residency programme and registration system. It was Jan van der Schoot's driving force in negotiations with the Central College of the Dutch Medical Specialist Registration Commission that finally pushed it through. This was a remarkable achievement and a major breakthrough towards acceptance of NM in the medical world. It ensured a nationwide influx of uniformly trained NM physicians. He became the first registered NM physician in the Netherlands. He held several positions in the NVNG: vice-president, board member, chairman of the concilium (residency board).
During the 1980s, Jan van der Schoot contributed to unify the two different European NM societies into the current European Association of Nuclear Medicine (EANM) which formally replaced these societies at the European Nuclear Medicine Congress in Budapest in 1987. At this congress, he was chairman of the scientific committee. The next year he became congress president-elect for the EANM congress to be held in Amsterdam in May 1990. His talents for organisation, financial and arithmetic acuity, enthusiasm and drive came to the fore. He involved his department and the Dutch NM community, and steered with energy. In such an early phase of the EANM, when its congress management was not yet established, this congress was another major achievement for which Jan van der Schoot is remembered.
Professor Jan van der Schoot held the position of chairman of radiology at the WG, and later became dean of the medical faculty of the University of Amsterdam in 1987. He was consultant and advisor to other hospitals, such as the former Andreas Hospital and the Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, even after retirement. He was involved in the WHO/IAEA workshops on quality assurance in the 1980s. He was a member of the advisory board of the German Society of Nuclear Medicine.
An avid advocator of NM, Jan van der Schoot always applied himself with enthusiasm and energy. He had a unique sense of humour and was even often seen laughing. He was good-humoured and had a broad smile. He was kind, considerate and thoughtful, and concerned about the welfare of his personnel regardless of position. He allowed individual development. Jan made a contribution to our lives.
In recognition of his life-long devotion and contribution to his profession, Professor Jan van der Schoot received the honour of Ridder in de Orde van de Nederlandse Leeuw in 1990. He also became an honorary member of the NVNG.
After retirement, Jan van der Schoot continued to follow developments in NM, and advised when appropriate. He remained curious. He had a talent and love for photography and filming, that he applied to document family events and travels. He was devoted to his wife, three daughters, six grandchildren and all their families. He is sadly missed by all who knew him.
